certain that the birds in question are, as might be expeeted, 
Australian Ravens (Corvus coronoides). 


Angus Robinson (W.A. Nat., 7, 1960: 114) mentions the King 
Parrot (Purpureicephalus spurius) as well as the Raven as re- 
sponsible for puneturing oranges, the contents then being eaten out 
by Silvereyes (Zosterops gouldi). 

—ERIC H. SEDGWICK, Collie. 


Black-throated Butcher-bird and Little Falcon hunting in 
Unison.—At Mt. Anderson, 70 milcs south-east of Derby, on June 26, 
1960 my wife and I observed a Blaek-throated Buteher-bird (Crati- 
cus nigrogularis) and a Little Faleon (Falco longipennis) chasing 
a Rufous-throated Honeyeater (Conopophila rufogularis). Our at- 
tention was attraeted by the faleon stooping at a bush. The 
buteher-bird was then seen to dive into the bush after the honey- 
eater, driving it out. The faleon stooped again, missing, and the 
honeyeater gained shelter in another bush. The buteher-bird and 
the fateon perched side by side on top of the bush. After a minute 
the buteher-bird dashed through the branches, startling the honey- 
eater out. Again the faleon missed and the honeyeater regained 
the first bush. For about ten minutes the two predators ehased 
their prey between the two bushes. Finally the honeyeater made a 
dash for a nearby tree and was taken by the faleon, whieh earried 
it out of sight. 

—PETER SLATER, Derby. 


OBITUARY 
C. B, PALMER 


Cyril Bryan Palmer, a former president and one of the links 
with the very earliest years of the Club, died on Mareh 4, 1961. 
He was born on Oetober 18, 1893, at Folkestone, Kent, England 
and eame to Western Australia in 1911. He took up land at Tenin- 
dewa, near Mullewa, where he was joined a eouple of years later 
first by his father and then by his mother and three sisters. Here 
Cyril remained as a farmer for 15 years. However he had an in- 
grained feeling for scientific matters and at the farm developed 
interests whieh gave him a reputation in Perth and interstate. 
Another brother, who had remained in England when the rest of 
the family immigrated, also had the same natural inclination. He 
was P. Chetwynd Palmer, a London eivil servant, who developed 
into a skilled mieroscopist and eventually beeame editor of The 
Journal of the Quekett Microscopical Club. 


At the farm Cyril beeame interested in pedigree goat breed- 
ing and in 1926 he was a judge in the goat seetion at the Sydney 
Royal Show. He also judged at the Perth Royal Show and regu- 
larly judged at eountry agricultural shows. He was foundation 
president of the Goat Breeders’ Association of Western Australia, 
of which he was later made an honorary life membcr. He also 
developed a great interest in the grasses, their speciation and 
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geneties. He eondueted wheat-breeding experiments and was a keen 
eolleetor of grasses for herbaria, recording the first oecurrence 
in Western Australia of several naturalised speeies. One of his 
diseoveries Was a new species of native grass, Eragrostis lanipes, 
originally eolleeted at Tenindewa and whieh was subsequently 
found to be a widespread Murehison form. It was deseribed by 
Dr. C. E. Hubbard, of Kew, in 1934. 


C. B. Palmer, 1952 


He joined the Naturalists’ Club shortly after its foundation. 
Very soon afterwards, following the sale of the Tenindewa farm, 
after his father’s death, he moved to the metropolitan area and 
lived for some years at Beeehboro. Whilst here he established 
many seientific eontacts, beeame aetive in the Naturalists’ Club, 
joined the Royal Soeiety of Western Australia and thought serious- 
ly of taking up a degree eourse in seienee at the University of 
Western Australia, He entered into eorrespondenee with his brother 
in London on the subjeet and he, in advising him, at his mature 
age, against devoting “what should be your leisure to a rather 
exhausting grind for five or six years,” offered some sage adviee 
on how to eapitalise his praetieal knowledge and make some useful 
eontribution to seientifie knowledge whilst working in eo-operation 
with knowledgeable experts. Cyril did, however, take part-time 
eourses in botany (geneties) at the University of Western Aust- 
ralia in 1927 and was invited to leeture to the other undergraduates 
on aspeets of his own work in grass-breeding teehniques. 


From his brother Cyril gained valuable adviee on microseopes 
and mieroseopieal methods. He eontinued experiments with grasses 
and did some genetieal work on finehes in captivity. Geneties be- 
eame an ever-absorbing study and he developed some interesting 
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views on the nature of speeies formation. Years later he summar- 
ised these in a leeture he gave to the Royal Soeiety of Western 
Australia in May, 1942. He was a regular attendant at the society’s 
meetings and was a member of its eounei] between 1947 and 1949, 
In 1960 he was made an honorary associate member of the soeiety. 


However it was with the Naturalists’ Club that he was most 
aetive and with whose members he developed elose ties of friend- 
ship. 


He was elected to the eouneil of the Club in 1928 and was 
president in 1945. In 1951 he was made an honorary life member 
for his serviees. During a eritieal period in the Club’s affairs, in 
1932-33, when the organisation almost dissolved, he was one of the 
stalwarts who held it together and steered it to better times. He 
was consistent in attending meetings, a regular lecturer and ex- 
hibitor of plant speeimens. 


In Oetober 1932 he married Miss Evelyn Reynolds, from the 
Isle of Wight, England, and the two moved from Perth to Parker- 
ville where Cyril beeame superintendent of the ehildren’s homes 
there. In 1958 he transferred to the management of a similar 
home at Werribee. In 1944 he returned to Perth and beeame 
assistant editor of ldcr’s Weekly, eontributing agrieultural 
artieles under the pen-name of “Coningsby”. Some of these were 
republished in book form in 1945 under the title of The Intcrest of 
Farming. In 1947 he joined the staff of Westralian Farmers Ltd., 
as the firm’s agronomist and eontributed numerous artieles to the 
weekly Wesfurmers News. 


Like all naturalists he gave mueh thought to eonservation 
problems, and as an agrieulturist he was keenly interested in that 
aspect of eonservation where wildlife was eneouraged to exist on 
land that was aetively farmed, citing rural England as an example. 
When The Tree Soeiety of Western Australia was being formed 
he served as its foundation secretary. He was a sympathetie animal 
lover and was aetive in soeieties eoneerned with animal welfare, 
ineluding the R.S.P.C.A., the Dog’s Refuge Home and the Animal 
Welfare League, of whieh he was a founder and president. 


He eneouraged young members in their natural history pur- 
suits and bequeathed to his fellow Club members, who had need 
of them, his seientifie equipment and volumes and journal series 
from his earefully seleeted library. The remainder of his books 


were left to the Club’s library. 
—D.L.S. 


CORRECTIONS 


In vol. 7, no. 2, p. 45 the lower figure represents the Netted 
Dragon (Amphibolurus reticulatus) and not the Ornate Dragon 
(A. ornatus), 


In vol. 7, no. 4, p. 82, in the key to Sphenomorphus, read 
taeniolatum undecimstriatum for fasciolatum undecimstriatum. 
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